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ECON 2J03 

Environmental Economics 
Winter 2018 

Instructor: Sara Kamali-Anaraki                               Email: kamalias@mcmaster.ca 

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 3:30-4:30 pm or by appointment      Location: KTH 402 

Lectures: Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 2:30-3:20 pm                             Location: ITB 137 

 

Teaching Assistants: Nadine Chami, Saad Iqbal, Gavin Cook 

TA Emails: chamin@mcmaster.ca, Iqbals16@mcmaster.ca, cookgr2@mcmaster.ca 

TA Office Hours: TBA 

 

Course Textbook:  

B.C. Field and N.D. Olewiler: Environmental Economics; fourth Canadian edition (2015) McGrawHill 

Ryerson Limited (the textbook is optional but is recommended.) 

 

Course Website:  

Avenue to Learn, http://avenue.mcmaster.ca/.   

All the course material will be posted under the ‘Content Tab’ on Avenue. 
 

Course Objectives: 

 

 Explain how economics can be used to address important environmental problems. 

 Demonstrate how the economy and natural environment are related and how to reduce wastes for 

sustaining natural resources. 

 Examine how market failure happens due to external costs and benefits when we use environmental 

resources in the economy.  

 Develop a simple model for controlling pollution based on trade-offs between environmental damages 

and pollution abatement costs. 

 Examine techniques for quantifying the benefits and costs of improving environmental quality. 

 Provides measures for assessing environmental policies. 

 

Lecture contents:  

 

 Ch. 1: What is Environmental Economics? 

 Ch. 2: Natural Capital and Pollution 

 Ch. 3: Benefits and Costs, Supply and Demand 

 Ch. 4: Economic Efficiency and Markets 

 Ch. 5: The Economics of Environmental Quality 

 Ch. 6-8: Benefit-Cost Analysis 

 Ch. 9: Criteria for Evaluating Environmental policies 

 Ch. 10: Liability Laws, Property Rights and Green Goods 

 Ch. 11: Standards 

 Ch. 12: Emission Taxes and Subsidies 

 Ch. 13: Transferable Emission Permits 

 Ch. 14: Compliance Costs, Uncertainty and Information 

 Ch. 15: Environmental Policy and Institutions in Canada 

 Ch. 16: Water Pollution-Control Policy 

 Other Topics if time allows. 
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Course Evaluation: 

 

Students are evaluated based on their performance on two midterms and a final exam. The weights assigned to 

each are based on two schemes. The weight of each midterm exam is 25% in Scheme 1, while it is 10% in 

Scheme 2. The weight of the final is 50% in Scheme 1 and is 80% in Scheme 2. If students do not write one or 

both of the midterms, Scheme 1 is used for calculating the overall course grade. However, if they write both 

midterms, the final course grade is calculated using the Scheme that results in a higher final grade. 

 
Exams Scheme1 Scheme2 Date Time Location 

Midterm 1 (Ch. 1-5) 25% 10% February 8 2:30-3:20 pm 
CDN MARTYRS, 

T13, 125- T13, 127 

Midterm 2 (Ch. 6-11) 25% 10% March 15 2:30-3:20 pm 
CDN MARTYRS, 

T13, 125- T13, 127 

Final (Ch. 12-16) 50% 80% TBD TBD TBD 

 

The midterm and final exams will consist of both multiple choice and short answer questions. The final 

examination will cover material from the entire course, but the emphasis is on the later material in the course. 

For all examinations, multiple-choice questions should be answered on scan sheets. Students must use an HB 

pencil to fill in these sheets and are responsible for providing their own. Only the Casio FX-991 series 

calculator can be used during the exams. 

 

Missed Work Policy: 
 

There will be no makeup test. Missing a midterm exam for any reason will result in a grade of zero unless the 

required documentation is given through the Faculty office or an MSAF is submitted. With approved 

documentation or MSAF, the weight of any missed exam will be shifted towards the final exam.  

 

E-Mail Communication Policy: 

  

Effective September 1, 2010, it is the policy of the Faculty of Social Sciences that all email communication 

sent from students to instructors (including TAs), and from students to staff, must originate from the student’s 

own McMaster University e-mail account. This policy protects confidentiality and confirms the identity of the 

student. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that communication is sent to the university from a 

McMaster account. If an instructor becomes aware that a communication has come from an alternate address, 

the instructor may not reply at his or her discretion. 

 

Other Policies: 

 

- Course Modification Warning 
 

The instructor and university reserve the right to modify elements of the course during the term. The university 

may change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in extreme circumstances. If either type of 

modification becomes necessary, reasonable notice and communication with the students will be given with 

explanation and the opportunity to comment on changes. It is the responsibility of the student to check his/her 

McMaster email and course websites weekly during the term and to note any changes.  

 

 

- Academic Dishonesty 

 

Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other fraudulent means and can result in 

serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript 
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(notation reads: ”Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion from the 

university. It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. For information on the 

various kinds of academic dishonesty, please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy, specifically Appendix 3, 

located at http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicIntegrity.pdf 

The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty:  

1) Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which other credit has been obtained.  

2) Improper collaboration in-group work.  

3) Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations.  

Further information on a variety of relevant Senate policies can be found at: http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/. 

 

 

- Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities 

 

Students who require academic accommodation must contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS) to make 

arrangements with a Program Coordinator. Academic accommodations must be arranged for each term of 

study. Student Accessibility Services can be contacted by phone 905-525-9140 ext. 28652 or e-mail 

sas@mcmaster.ca. For further information, consult McMaster University’s Policy for Academic 

Accommodation of Students with Disabilities,  
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-StudentsWithDisabilities.pdf. 
 
 

- Additional On-Campus Student Services  

 

The Writing Clinic (http://studentsuccess.mcmaster.ca/academic-skills/writing-supportservices.html) is a useful 

resource. The Student Success Centre can help with both academic and personal problems as well as provide 

useful guidance on a variety of issues (http://studentsuccess.mcmaster.ca/index.php).  

Much relevant information for social sciences students can be found at: 

http://www.socialsciences.mcmaster.ca/current-students. 
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